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DeKalb County

School District




School Year:  2014-2015
	Course Name
	English Language Arts
	Grade Level
	5th

	School Name
	Wadsworth Magnet School for High Achievers
2084 Green Forrest Drive

Decatur, GA 30032
	Teacher Name
	Ms. M. Sanders

	School Phone Number
	678-874-2402
	Teacher Email
	Melissa_C_Sanders@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us

	School Website
	http://www.wadsworthes.dekalb.k12.ga.us/
	Teacher Website
	http://fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us/~melissa_c_sanders/


Course Description

The curriculum offers students the opportunity to advance their ability to read, comprehend, and analyze fiction and nonfiction texts of increasing complexity. We will use the Storytown fifth grade textbook as well as additional resources as needed to challenge all students. Students will also extend their ability to communicate in standard English through the study and practice of English grammar and usage at the fifth grade level and beyond. Student will receive focused instruction in expository, persuasive, and narrative writing, as well as preparation for writing well-constructed and supported written responses to academic questions across the curriculum.
BOARD-APPROVED INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

	Title


	 Storytown
*Note:  If the textbook is lost, stolen, or damaged, it is the student’s responsibility to pay for the book before a replacement book is issued.  

	ISBN

	0-15-381602-3

	Replacement Cost
	$59.45

	Online book and/or resources
	Thinkcentral.com, BrainPop.com, quizlet.com

	Online student access code (school specific)
	Thinkcentral.com: username – 5classdekalb   password – dekalbstudent5
BrainPop.com : username – wadh486   password – dekalb

Quizlet.com:  not needed


Curriculum Overview 
The following academic concepts will be covered. THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS) for grade 5 Reading (Literature and Informational), Language Arts (grammar and usage), Writing, and Speaking/Listening will be taught during this course.  Please refer to the Georgia Performance Standards for detailed listings of standards (www.georgiastandards.org) or your child’s ELA Interactive Notebook (ELAIN) pages.
	GRADING CATEGORIES
	*GRADE PROTOCOL

	· Formative Assessment (Pre-Assessment) – 0%

· Assessment During Learning – 25%

              (Daily Warm ups, quizzes, mini-projects)

· Guided, Independent, or Group Practice – 45%

              (ELAIN, Homework, Classwork, Independent              Reading Projects, Literature Circle activities)
· Summative Assessment or Assessment of Learning– 30%

             (Formal Post Assessment Tests, Culminating Exam,               Culminating Project or Performance)                               
	A
90 – 100                               ~P (pass)
B
80 – 89                                 ~F (fail)                
C
71 – 79 
D
70 
F
Below 70


POLICIES / REGULATIONS
It is the policy of the DeKalb County School System that students will receive a denotation of “I” (Incomplete) for any missing assignments until student work is completed.  Student work must be completed within the prescribed time limit set by your school.  The maximum point allotment for late work will be 80%.
· Homework – Homework is an integral part of the teaching/learning experience.  Homework is expected to be completed as assigned.  Homework assignments will include: spelling/vocabulary practice, grammar/usage practice, assigned reading, research, writing, and preparing to participate in Literature Circle discussions. Failure to complete homework assignments on time will result in lower homework grades, and may also result in lower classwork grades the following day/days because the student is not prepared for class.
· Late/ Missing Assignments – It is the policy of DeKalb County that zeroes earned by students will be posted in infinite Campus for any late/missing assignments until student work is completed.  Student work must be completed within the prescribed time limit.   If the missing work or late assignment is not replaced by acceptable work that meets the assigned standard or element after three attempts to make up the work or improve the work, then a zero (0) will remain and shall be averaged into the student’s grade and entered into Infinite Campus. The maximum point allotment will be 80% for work that is acceptable and meets standards.
· Make-up Assignments (due to absences) – It is the policy of DeKalb County School System that when a student is absent because of a legal reason as defined by Georgia law or when the absence is apparently beyond the control of the student, the student shall be given an opportunity to earn grade(s) for those days absent. Make-up work must be completed within the designated time allotted.  See Board Policy IHEA.  Announced work, such as homework, quizzes and major assessments are due the day the student returns.  For each day’s excused absence, students will have one day to make up missed work.  If a student is absent under extenuating circumstances, special arrangements can be made to make up work.  IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO CHECK THE TEACHER’S WEBPAGE AND/OR REQUEST MISSED WORK.  IT IS ALSO THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO SUBMIT ALL WORK TO THE TEACHER.
· Academic Integrity/Honesty – It is the policy of the DeKalb County School System that students will not engage in an act of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating, providing false information, falsifying school records, forging signatures, or using an unauthorized computer user ID or password. See the Code of Student Conduct - Student Rights and Responsibilities and Character Development Handbook.  Receiving or giving information for an assignment is cheating and when caught in the act students will not receive credit nor receive the opportunity for a chance to make-up.  Plagiarism is not acceptable:  If a student takes information from the internet or any printed resources without a citation, it is considered plagiarism and will result in a substantial reduction in the grade.
· Safety Net Opportunities – Any opportunity afforded to students to ensure mastery of required standards.  It is the expectation of this faculty that all assignments are completed for mastery.  If an assignment is not submitted and/or does not meet standards, then the student must complete and/or re-do the assignment during one or more of the outlined Safety Nets for mastery of the standards, not necessarily for grade replacement.  Suggested safety nets may include but are not limited to: revising the assignment, before and after school tutorial, special projects, teacher tutorials, technology based projects, research, and other extended learning opportunities.
· Materials/Supplies – Students must report to class daily with their English Language Arts Interactive Notebook (ELAIN), paper, several sharpened pencils, and eight colored pencils or crayons. Colored pencils/crayons should be in the binder; students should not bring the whole art box. All assignments must be completed with a pencil.  The use of a computer, printer, and internet will be needed daily for this course.
Important dates- See county / school website
Please refer to the agenda and the teacher’s webpage to stay current on activities. Parents, please sign the agenda every day.  Check your child’s assignments to ensure that they have been completed according to the guidelines given.  In addition, please remember to check the Infinite Campus for your child’s current grades/evaluations.    –Thank you.

*The teacher reserves the right to adjust the course work and/or differentiate instruction as needed to meet the needs of students and ensure academic success.  As your teacher, I look forward to working with each of you this school year.  You may contact me via email (quickest method), telephone call, agenda, or notes. 
PLEASE SIGN BELOW AND RETURN

Students and Parents/Guardians, by signing this syllabus, you are hereby considered knowledgeable of the requirements outlined in the (ELA 2014 - 2015) syllabus.
Student Name (print)_________________________________________________________
Student Signature___________________________________________________________Date__________________
Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________________Date__________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Additional information to support continued contact:
	Information
	Parent/Guardian

	Day Time Phone Number
	

	Cellular Phone Number
	

	Home Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	


